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News from 
St. Martin’s 
by the Lake The Cloak Epiphany at St. Martin’s by the Lake 

The Feast of the Epiphany 

Jan. 6th is the Feast of the Epiphany, or the day that Christ was first made known to the Gentiles. It celebrates the biblical 

story of the Three Magi from the East who, guided by the star, came to pay homage to the infant Jesus.  (Matthew 2:1-12) 

Epiphany is also the name of the liturgical season between Christmas and Lent, a season that focuses on the Mission of the 

Church: making Christ known, in word and deed, to our world. Our Epiphany focus at St. Martin’s is the Mission of the 

Church within our local, Diocesan and global contexts.  It is also a season to celebrate the multi-cultural reality of the 

Church, that the good news of God in Christ is known within virtually every nation, culture and language. 

Epiphany Worship Changes 

We’ll celebrate this reality with a few changes in our liturgy. In the Prayers of the People we will pray the Anglican Cycle of 

prayer, and offer prayers for St. Martin’s mission partners.  At the 10:30 service, we will also say a Eucharistic Prayer from 

the Global Anglican Communion.  This year the Eucharistic Prayer comes from the Prayer Book of the Anglican Church of 

Melanesia, whose liturgy is based on one of the first contemporary English liturgies written for the Diocese of Qu’Appelle in 

Canada. 

Mission Focused Forums 

January 12th  WeCAN and Executive Director Leah Weycker 

January 19th  IOCP and Executive Director LaDonna Hoy 

January 26th  St. Martin’s by the Lake Annual Meeting 

February 2nd  Families Moving Forward  

February 9th  Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge 

February  16th EpiscoBuilders 

February 23rd TBA 

March 2nd  What is Alpha: An Introduction to our upcoming Alpha Course 

 

2014  

Annual  

Meeting 
Sunday,  

January 26th,  

9:30am. 

 

Join us for a lite 

brunch, the honoring 

of a number of long 

term ministry volun-

teer leaders, regular 

business and of course, 
the 2013 Annual Re-

port will be available.   

 

Staff and Vestry 
Rev. Dave Langille / Rector 

Rev. Anne Miner-Pearson 

/ Associate 

Monte Mason /  

Choirmaster 

Holly Holmes /  

Parish Coordinator 

David Rients / Facilities 

Manager 

Tobin Deen  / Praise Band 

Director 

Martha Mason / Children’s 

Minister 

Nancy Stiller / Accountant 

Elizabeth Mason / Nursery 

 

David Howard / Sr Warden 

Alison Humphrey / Jr War-

den  

Gigi Jabbour  

Gretchen Nord 

Grant Phillips 

Richard Oliver 

David Rients 

Tom Tuttle  

Gail Van Brunt 

Patty Phillips / Treasurer 

Karen DeLorenzo / Clerk  

 

126 and beyond 
It was toward the end of our 125th Anniversary 

Year, after all of the events, and the dreaming, 

the teamwork and the hours that went into 

them, that I began to reflect on our future, 

yours and mine, here at St. Martin’s by the Lake.   

 Our Stewardship theme for the year summed 

it up well: Imagine Generations of Faithfulness!   

This, however,  is just wishful thinking unless 

there is more to our future than just imagina-

tion.   

One of the highlights of this past year was Bill 

George’s talk at our fall anniversary event.  He 

spoke about finding one’s True North, where 

individuals and organizations true themselves to 

what God has designed and called them to be 
vs. all the false and manufactured identities the 

world offers.  One’s future is tied to one’s past 

in a profoundly organic way, and informs who 

we have been, are today, and will be in the fu-

ture.  It is our spiritual DNA, which we ignore 

at our peril.   

When I scan St. Martin’s history one era 

stands out above all the rest.  It was an era that 

formed this community’s DNA, and was its 

True North for over 40 years.  Rev. Russ Ewald 

was a visionary, who understood what experts 

now call the Missional Church, he was well ahead 

of his time.  He and others went out into the 

community and asked about the felt needs of 

their neighbours.  Their research led to a three-

fold identity and commitment: 

1/Christian Formation for Children, Youth and 

Families. 

2/Integration of Faith and Work for those in the 

workplace. 

3/Recovery from Chemical Dependency. 

In each of these areas, through the work of the 

Church and it’s Clergy, Ed Eilertsen, Richard Byrd 

and Vernon Johnson, St. Martin’s impacted the 

world! 

 Looking back it is almost hard to believe that a 

parish as small as St. Martin’s accomplished so 

much.  How did they do it?  I believe that they had 

a bedrock confidence in the transformative power 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to renew and change 

lives.  For those broken by addiction, business 

challenges and family crisis this Church spoke a 

word of hope.   
It is a very different landscape today from the 

era of almost mandatory church attendance in the 

1950’s-‘60’s, St. Martin’s Golden Age.  Today it is 

as if we accept the message that the Church is 

highly irrelevant, and ineffective.  It is as if we have 

lost confidence in ourselves as Christian people, in 

the Church and in the Gospel itself.  

While we are always wise to remember our 

past, it can only be to inform the future.   To 

know our True North, like a well-worn path, and 

take its direction.  As Christ reminds us in the 

Gospel, “Now he is not God of the dead, but of 

the living.” (Luke 20:38).This is the confidence that 

gave birth to great ministry at St. Martin’s by the 

Lake, a Gospel that brings hope to broken people.  

As we true ourselves to this true North, we will 

more than imagine a future for 126 years and be-

yond.  
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Fine Tuning Worship 
It has often been said of 

Churches that they can have 

the best run facility from 

Monday-Saturday, but people 

will only know them by what 

they do on Sunday. This tru-

ism applies to St. Martin’s as 

well.  Several years ago a new 

worship schedule, as well as 

Christian Education hour, was 

introduced here.  This was in 

response to the fine work 

done by the congregation 

during the interim time, and 

through the Discovery and 

Discernment, and search pro-

cesses.  The creation of the 

Education Hour, and the in-

clusion of children in worship 

had strong, and even over-

whelming support.  

 St. Martin’s People 

 
Who are you?  

Michelle Striggow, mother of 

Jackson (16), Hannah (15), 

Bobby (13) and Danny (11) 

and wife of Jeff  

Where do you live?  

We have lived in our house in 

Medina for almost 19 years.   

How long have you attend-

ed St. Martin’s?  

Nine years  

What helped you to de-

cide to “Anchor here”?   

During my first visit to St. 

Martin's, it was announced 

that someone had mistakenly 

installed a dock in front of the 

church.  We had just pur-

chased a new pontoon boat 

and took the invitation to 

"anchor here" literally! In addi-

tion, I was attracted to the 

traditional worship and the 

wonderful, welcoming people.  

What do you do outside 

the Church?  

I enjoy every minute of time 

with my family.  I love to at-

tend and support any/all of the 

kids activities.  Whether it is 

volleyball, wrestling, basket-

ball, football, baseball, choir or 

band, we are there coaching 

or cheering them on.  I have 

also spent the past 25 years 

working at Graco in Sales and 

Marketing.   

What’s best about here?   

The compassion and thought-

fulness of the people at St. 

Martin’s is amazing.    

Some of  St .  Mart in ’s  Youth at  the ir  annua l Chr i s tmas par ty las t month.    
St. Martin’s Ministries  

Special  

Sundays in 

Epiphany 
 
Annual Meeting Sunday 

Sunday, Jan. 26th. 

Worship at both services 

will highlight our vision for 
2014,  This year our Annual 

meeting will be held during 

the Education Hour, at 

9:30am. The hour will in-

clude: a light brunch; honor-

ing a number of long term 

ministry volunteer leaders; 

regular business and of 

course, the 2013 Annual 

Report will be available.   

 

Candlemas:  

Bless the Light 

Sunday, February 2nd 

Candlemas marks the 

Presentation of Christ at 

the Temple, and the half 

way point of Winter.  It is 

customary to bless candles 

on this day.  Please bring a 

box of candles to be 

blessed, at both services.   

 

Recovery Sunday 

Sunday, Feb. 9th 

We are pleased to an-

nounce that the MN Adult 

and Teen Challenge Choir 

will be back with us, to sing 

and share at both services 

as well as the Forum.  
Friends are very welcome. 

 

Sunday with Jeff Dayton 

Sunday, March 2nd 

Son of St. Martin’s and well 

known musician, producer 

and performer Jeff Dayton 

will be with us to play, sing 

and share at both services.  

Our Forum will focus on 

the upcoming Alpha 

Course! 

Since the changes were made 

we have seen a larger early 

service worship attendance; 

for much of the year the ser-

vice has doubled in size.  Some 

of that growth came at the 

expense of the 10:30 service, 

which was also to be expected. 

We have also attempted to 

introduce various elements 

into the 10:30 service to make 

it truly inter-generational.  

In spite of the faithful input and 

work of many people, we have 

seen a gradual decline in10:30 

service attendance.  So, it is 

time to assess the direction of 

our worship. Anecdotal evi-

dence suggests that while 

some of the changes over the 

past two years are appreciat-

ed, it is not the case for all. 

Feedback also suggests that 

the two hour commitment 

required for Sunday morn-

ings is simply too difficult for 

many. 

Our Worship and Chil-

dren’s Faith Formation 

teams will be collecting  

accurate feedback and da-

ta,  from families with chil-

dren and youth.  Once col-

lected, the Rector and Ves-

try will use this information 

to fine-tune our worship in 

the months ahead.    

Our Seminarian 

We are blessed to have a 

seminarian, Dave Mowers, 

who has been placed with 

us for the next six-eight 

months as he pursues ordi-

nation in the Episcopal 

Church.  Dave has attended 

Messiah Episcopal Church, 

St. Paul, works at Bethel 

University while taking clas-

ses, and was married at St. 

Martin’s this October past.  

Dave will be a Layreader 

with us and will focus his 

time in pastoral care minis-

try.  Please welcome him 

when you see him.   

 

Welcome and Newcom-

er’s Dinner 

Any and all who are inter-

ested in learning more 

about our Church commu-

nity are invited to a get-to- 

you-know dinner and so-

cial.  It’s your chance to 

meet and get to know our 

Staff and lay leaders, and for 

us to get to know 

you.  Children are very 

welcome.  Sunday, January 

26th, 5:00-6:30pm.  Please 

RSVP to the Church office: 

stmartins@mchsi.com 

 

HELP WANTED: St. 

Martin’s Nursery  

Person  

Do you know someone 

who is looking for a job or 

would like to make extra 

money?  St. Martin’s By-

The-Lake is looking for a 

nursery person.  You need 

to be available on Sundays 

8:30 and 10:30 services, 

Easter services, Christmas 

Eve 4pm and 6:30pm ser-

vices and other special 

events at the church.  If 

interested please e-mail a 

copy of your resume to 

stmartins@mchsi.com and 

we will contact you to set 

up an interview. 

 

EpiscoBuilders invites 

you to help launch its 

2014 program.   

Join us for a rehab on 

January 25 at 1917 

Hillside Avenue N., Min-

neapolis, to provide a 

home to help a family in 

need. Contact Bruce 

Moulton at:   

mlakelandcp@aol.com  if 

you'd like to volunteer 

for the day.  Bruce will 

send you all the details. 

Your participation will be 

appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

Ministry Nite 

St. Martin’s ministries are 

led by Teams or Commit-

tees, with a liaison who is 

their link back to the Ves-

try.  All Ministry teams are 

invited to utilize the 

monthly Ministry Nite for 

their meeting.  Staff are 

available and other teams 

are present to help put ide-

as into action.  Ministry 

Nite is always the second 

Tuesday of the month at 

6:30pm, unless otherwise 

indicated.   

 

St. Martin’s Ministry 

Teams: 

Worship  

Children’s Faith Formation 

Youth  

Adult Formation 

Communications 

Parish Life 

Faith in Action 

Buildings and Grounds 

Finance  

 

For News Updates please 

check the Weekly e-Blast, 

and our Facebook page. 

 

From the Warden’s Briefcase  

As you know, the stewardship pledges 

and donations are the life blood of the 

annual operation of St. Martins. The 

funds raised each year establish the fi-

nancial budget for maintaining the build-

ing, paying our clergy and employees, 

outreach and all other bills. I am happy 

and thankful to report that pledges for 

this year’s drive have equaled the 

amount pledged in 2013. Thank you for 

your more than generous commitments 

to keep our church vital.  

  

Even more exciting is that we are not 

finished. Twenty eight folks who 

pledged last year have not yet turned 

in their pledge cards or sent an email 

confirming their commitment to 2014. 

If and when they do, we will have the 

most successful stewardship drive in 

years! Yet, until we get a written com-

mitment, we must prudently set our 

2014 budget based on funds actually 

pledged. Please send in your card or 

send in an email so we know your in-

tentions. It is so important that we 

wrap up the drive. 

 

Dave Howard 

  Your faith, your family, your values!  

St. Martin’s Mission:  

Because we believe the  

Gospel transforms, renews 

and changes lives, St. Martin’s 

by the Lake is a vibrant  

Christian community wel-

coming all to Worship our 

God, Grow our Faith and 

Love our world.  
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